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On behalf of our executive, 
administration and staff, thank 
you for the opportunity to 
represent you for the third 
successive year.
Following a period of constructive discontent, the Club is 
working collaboratively with Racing Queensland and the 
State Government to deliver what has been promised to our 
code - a World Class Harness Racing facility and new home 
of metropolitan harness racing at Norwell! 

We expect this new site should be functioning in 2026. 

This new facility will assist unlock the next growth phase for 
the local industry by having on-course stabling and training 
facilities for up to 200 horses: this should create a pathway 
for new participants to become involved at grass roots level, 
coupled with expected interstate migration of some existing 
trainers.  

Ladbrokes Sunshine Stars Yearling Sale

The Club's inaugural Ladbrokes Sunshine Stars Yearling 
Sale last March attracted record nominations, and despite 
adverse weather conditions, a good attendance.

Our vision was that competition in the sale, conducted by 
Nutrien Equine, would lead to bigger and better outcomes 
for Queensland prizemoney levels from breeders and owners 
through to trainers and drivers.

In a tough, challenging economic environment , a bevy of 
sales in the week after auction day saw gross turnover jump 
to a creditable $2,128,500.

The sale clearance also took a quantum leap to a pleasing 
79.6 per cent.

We are comfortable with final figures and look forward to 
the 2024 auction. Thanks to those participants who provided 
constructive, welcome feedback to our post-sale survey for 
the ’23 edition. 

The 2024 Ladbrokes Sunshine Stars Yearling Sale will be held 
at Albion Park on Sunday, February 11, earlier than 2023.

This decision was made by this Club and Nutrien Equine,  
acting on feedback from vendors and purchasers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Constellations Carnival #2

Total Constellations stakes for 2023 increased from 
$1.7million to $2.1million, attracting 197 starters from 
interstate, about 10 per cent more than the previous year. 

The carnival,  now has 25 Group races over the winter; 11 
Group 1, 3 Group 2 and 11 Group 3.

2022 - 2023 CHAIRPERSON’S 
REPORT
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Local trainers enjoyed increased success: below are state- 
based trainer breakdown results:-

Group 1              VIC (4)                NSW (4)             QLD (3) 
Group 2              VIC (1)                NSW (0)             QLD (2) 
Group 3              VIC (5)                NSW (1)             QLD (5)

Congratulations to locals Grant Dixon and Shannon Price, 
who experienced Group success over the carnival:-

G Dixon              G1 – 1                 G3 – 2 
S Price                G1 – 1                 G3  - 2

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Life Membership 
It is always a delight to name new Life Members, and so it is 
that we pay tribute to those whose names were etched into 
our history this year:-

Janine Bengston 
Maureen Garrard 
Dr John Mammino 
Katie Price 
Don Ross 
Kay Seymour

Please join me in raising a glass to the Class of '23 Albion 
Park Life Members. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Wagering 
In a ‘softening' wagering marketplace, interest in the Albion 
Park product remained consistent.

The Club continues to work with Racing Queensland and 
SKY Channel to optimise opportunities through effective 
programming and innovation. 

Further initiatives should be rolled out during ’23-’24, thanks 
to initiatives the Club has worked on with stakeholders.

Our Stars 
Congratulations to all our Metropolitan Club Award Winners 
for 2022:-

Metropolitan Drivers Premiership        Pete McMullen 
Metropolitan Trainers Premiership      Chantal Turpin 
Metropolitan Owner of the Year            Solid Earth Pty Ltd 
Metropolitan Horse of the Year              Big Wheels 
Metropolitan Mare of the Year               Aunty Bella 
Mini Trots Drivers of the Year  Jonny Fury & Hannah Anforth

 
 

Media Matters 
Chris Barsby, who continues to lead the way in harness race 
calling in Australia, advocates for ‘The Creek' and provides 
invaluable support to the club throughout our carnivals as 
well as being our race caller.

I would also like to acknowledge that Brittany Graham 
continues to deliver informative insights through the live 
crosses on SKY Channel. 

We are very fortunate to have these dedicated media 
professionals leading the way nationally.

Sponsors 
The Club wishes to further acknowledge the generous, loyal 
stable of sponsors for their continual support.

The name Ladbrokes is synonymous with racing, worldwide, 
and we are proud to have achieved the largest three-year 
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sponsorship deal in the history of the Club, thanks to this 
massive, progressive wagering operator.

We are fortunate to have Ladbrokes as our principal 
wagering partner; we thank Ladbrokes not only for their 
support of this Club, but of harness racing in general. 

On the subject of international companies with close links to 
this Club, hats off to Garrards, the Brisbane-based, family-
based organisation which has been with this Club as a 
sponsor for more than an incredible two decades.

Put simply, if you think of racing, of any code, the name 
Garrards isn’t far from the forefront. We’re proud to have 
our name associated with that family.

Controlling Body/Government 
We acknowledge the ongoing support and collaboration with 
Racing Queensland, and thank the controlling body for being 
in our corner.

By building relationships on trust and inclusion, engage 
intentionally and productively support each other, the Albion 
Park Harness Racing Club and Racing Queensland have 
formed a solid bond.

Racing Minister, the Honourable Grace Grace, MP, has 
provided genuine interest, leadership and support of the 
racing industry.

Betting tax reforms now enable 80 per cent of wagering 
taxes to be returned to the three codes. The Investment 
Growth Plan, which was put in place earlier in 2023, deliver 
an additional $4.9million in prizemoney for harness racing. 

Embracing Pacing 
Embracing Pacing, the Club’s Ladies Sub-Committee, hosted 
several fundraising and social events throughout the year. 

The team hosted an important fundraiser night for local 
horseman Brett Cargill, who has been unable to work due to 
ill health.

Thanks to the hard work of the members of the sub-
committee, many guests attended, some from as far as New 
Zealand, as well as Victoria.

Through the efforts of the Embracing Pacing team and 
generous sponsors, a large sum of money was raised to assist 
Brett with medical expenses and ongoing rehabilitation.

The Future 
The Inter Dominion returns to ‘The Creek' in 2023, having 
been last hosted here back in 2001. 

A large number of local pacers and trotters will be 
nominated for ID23; work is well underway by Racing 
Queensland to deliver a landmark series.

The club sees an immediate need to create new pathways to 
harness racing ownership through syndication. 

As the cost to purchase pacers/trotters continue to climb, 
syndications will be needed to connect prospective owners 
and smooth the way for them to enter industry ownership.  

We will consider mutually commercial partnerships to help 
seize this opportunity.

Continued innovation will be paramount to maintain the 
present growth achieved. The Club continues to take a 
leadership role, with various initiatives likely to be launched 
in ’23/'24.

Along with sustained innovation, alternative income streams 
must be achieved to future-proof our industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

'The Creek' Team  
I am appreciative of my fellow volunteer Board Members for 
their passion and dedication, not only for this Club, but for 
the industry in general.

Similarly, our hard-working staff provide a commitment 
to ensure we provide safe racing and excellent patron 
experiences.   

Thank you to everyone who has taken part in the conduct 
of ‘The Creek’ during the latest financial year. We wish you 
good health, happiness, safety and more winners! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brad Steele 
Chairperson
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ACTIVATION & EVENTS

• AQWA Constructions Rising Sun 
• AQWA Constructions Rising Sun Barrier Draw at 

Crystalbrook Vincent 
• Garrards Sunshine Sprint Long Lunch and Barrier Draw 
• Garrards Sunshine Sprint
• Ladbrokes Blacks a Fake Golf Day and Barrier Draw 
• Ladbrokes Blacks a Fake Calcutta 
• Dual Sulky Challenge races 
• Mini Blacks A Fake 
• Little Legends Parties
• Members Parties  

INITIATIVES & ACHIEVEMENTS 
2022 - 2023 
MEMBERSHIP & HOSPITALITY

• Introduction of new membership offers for Social and 
Platinum members 

• Membership events

• Membership giveaways across summer & winter 
carnivals 

• Membership ‘freebies’ including complementary food 
& beverage vouchers and much more 

RACING
During 2022-2023 a number of new races were run or 
developed including:

• QLD Constellations four-night Winter Carnival  
• The Hayden – new race created and run during 

Winter Carnival  
• Haras Des Trotteurs The Great Square – new race 

created and run during Winter Carnival 
• Changeover @ Burwood Stud $20k mares race 

service giveaway 
• Stance Equitec – Prize packs giveaway, every first 

Tuesday of the month 
• PSP Friday Frenzy - $100 Garrards voucher, every 

Friday 
• Inter-Regional Championships – created and to be 

held during ID23 carnival 
• Ladbrokes Protostar – $500,000 2yo open feature 

to be held Winter 2024
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SPONSORSHIP
New sponsorships and renewals achieved during  
2022-2023 included:

• APG
• Atlas Copco
• AQWA Constructions 
• Burwood Stud
• Entain Group Pty Ltd (Ladbrokes)
• Garrards Horse and Hound 
• Haras Des Trottuers
• Kelato Animal Health 
• Pelican Waters Resort 
• Pryde’s EasiFeed
• Selective Motors 
• Somerset Farms

MARKETING
Marketing initiatives across 2022-2023 included:

• Further website development
• Increased email & SMS communications
• Member & guest vouchers
• Growth of communications database
• Summer, Winter & ID23 websites
• Digital advertising
• Growth of social media channels

FACILITIES, FOOD & BEVERAGE
• Permanent Winning Post Marquee 
• Temporary Home Straight Enclosure Marquee 
• Long term temporary barns 
• Seasonal menus at Pacers & Chasers
• Cocktail Furniture (Corporate Suite)
• Corporate Suite renovation – grandstand access and 

exclusivity 

• Stance Equitec 
• Standardbredsallinone 
• PSP HD
• Trump Bloodstock
• Ultimate Tools
• View Hotels
• Wolf Signs
• 2023 Winter Carnival Sponsors 

(Betavet, Breakfast Creek 
Hotel, Maer Group, Sulky.app)
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
2022-2023   
For the 3rd consecutive year, 
your club has achieved another 
profitable outcome. At the time of 
drafting this report, the club has 
recorded total net profit of some 
$834,000 over the prior 3 years 
which continues to strengthen 
your club’s balance sheet. 
The 2022-2023 financial year included increases in Media 
Rights of $105,500 and positive initiatives including the 
Sunshine Stars Sales generating additional $183,000 revenue 
for the Club.

Club sponsorship revenue has also continued to improve 
despite challenging conditions increasing to $412,833 which 
is up from $169,098 FY 2020 however Membership revenue 
is slightly lower.

The ability to attract and retain both front and back of 

house catering staff following the pandemic and SEQ Floods 
continues to impact total profit.

Asset depreciation continued to climb due to replacement of 
assets damaged in the SEQ Floods.

The Creek delivered a total profit of $152,535, which is 
below the previous year’s, however the third consecutive 
year of operational profit.

On another positive note, Interest on Investments is climbing 
due to increased interest rates in the market.

Peter Bell
Hon. Treasurer
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FOR

ALBION PARK 
HARNESS RACING CLUB INC

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
30 JUNE 2023

Financial 
Statements
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS OF 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023



www.the creek.com.au26 THE CREEK ANNUAL REPORT 2022 - 2023

ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
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ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE DECLARATION
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PKF Brisbane Pty Ltd is a member of PKF Global, the network of member firms of PKF International Limited, each of which is a separately owned legal entity 
and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or correspondent firm(s). Liability limited by a scheme 
approved under Professional Standards Legislation. 

 

PKF Brisbane Audit 
ABN 33 873 151 348 
Level 6, 10 Eagle Street 
Brisbane, QLD 4000 
Australia 
 
+61 7 3839 9733 
brisbane@pkf.com.au 
pkf.com.au 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF 
ALBION PARK HARNESS RACING CLUB INC 
 
Report on the Financial Report 

Opinion 

We have audited the accompanying financial report of Albion Park Harness Racing Club Inc (“the 
Association”), which comprises the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2023, the statement 
comprehensive income, the statement of changes in equity and the statement of cash flows for the 
year then ended, notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other 
explanatory information, and the Management Committees’ declaration. 
 
In our opinion the financial report of the Association is in accordance with the Associations 
Incorporation Act (QLD), including: 

 
a) Giving a true and fair view of the Association’s financial position as at 30 June 2023 and of its 

performance for the year ended on that date; and 

b) Complying with Australian Accounting Standards – Simplified Disclosures. 
 

Basis for Opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under 
those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial 
Report section of our report. 
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our opinion. 
 
Independence 

We are independent of the Association in accordance with the auditor independence requirements 
of the Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional 
Accountants (including Independence Standards) (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of the 
financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance 
with the Code. 
 
Management Committees’ Responsibilities for the Financial Report 

The Management Committees of the Association are responsible for the preparation of the financial 
report that gives a true and fair view in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards – Simplified 
Disclosures and the Associations Incorporation Act (QLD) and for such internal control as the 
management committees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report 
that gives a true and fair view and is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
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could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this 
financial report. 
 
A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial report is located at the Auditing and 
Assurance Standards Board website at http://www.auasb.gov.au/Home.aspx. This description forms part of 
our auditor’s report. 
 
 
 
 
PKF BRISBANE AUDIT 
 
 
 
 
 
CAMERON BRADLEY 
PARTNER 
 
30 SEPTEMBER 2022 
BRISBANE 
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Major sponsors

Current sponsors

SPONSORS & PARTNERS



Phone 07 3262 2577
Yulestar Street, Albion QLD 4010

thecreek.com.au


